DOWNTOWN BURBANK

P-BID BOARD MEETING

MINUTES FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 17, 2008

2:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.

CITY OF BURBANK

COMMUNITY SERVICES BUILDING

150 N. Third Street, Second Floor, Room 202

Members Present:

Michael Cusumano, Cusumano Real Estate Group, Chair

Ray Adams, Downtown Property Owner, Vice-Chair

Sue Georgino, Community Development Director

Morris Goodstein, Property owner, Secretary

Sunder Ramani, Burbank Community YMCA

Nat Rubinfeld, Union Adjustment Company, Inc.

Michael Wilford, Treasurer

Members Absent:

Mary Alvord, City Manager





Paul Ehre, Skyblupink





James O’Neil, Crown Realty & Development Inc.





Ted Slaught, The Village Walk

Department Key Staff:
Gail Stewart, Community Development Department





Graciela Coronado, Community Development Department





Ken Johnson, Public Works Department

Robin Faulk, Marketing Consultant

The P-BID Board meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m., Monday, November 17, 2008.

Roll Call

Announcements

Ms. Stewart announced that 3,000 postcards had been sent out, as well as distributed by the Downtown Ambassadors announcing that the Collection Parking Structure is now open, providing an additional 487 parking spaces.  

Ken Johnson briefly discussed Smart Parking and said they should have more of an update to provide to everyone at the next meeting.  In addition, the Collection parking structure opened two entrances; however, the First Street entrance will be open around Thanksgiving.

Gail Stewart also stated that the free seminar that was held on October 28th, How to Make Your Business Thrive in a Slowing Economy, was very well attended and the speaker was excellent.

Ray Adams mentioned that he had attended the Cultural Arts Committee meeting and he would update the Board on future meetings.

Gail Stewart introduced Karla Alba, the new property manager for AMC.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes for the meeting of October 20, 2008, were approved as written.  Sunder Ramani made a motion for approval, seconded by Sue Georgino; motion carried 7-0. 
Treasurer’s Report

Michael Wilford, Treasurer, reported on the P-BID cash balance and disbursements.  Michael Cusumano made a motion for approval, seconded by Ray Adams; motion carried 7-0.

Oral Communications

There were no members of the public present at the meeting that wished to speak during this time. 

Agenda Items

I.
SHOP BURBANK:  the BUCK stops here!



Gail Stewart discussed the Shop Burbank program and said there were approximately 60 merchants who were involved and postcards would be mailed out to all Burbank residents and larger corporations, mainly promoting Downtown Burbank and Magnolia Park Districts.

II.
12 Days of Holiday Cheer


Gail Stewart discussed the newly designed 12 Days of Holiday Cheer brochure, and said that this year there were more merchants participating; there would be a Santa’s Downtown Wonderland; choirs; Macy’s balloons; Santa; Ice Sculptures and entertainment.

III.
Update on Mervyn’s and other Downtown Merchants
Jim O’Neil updated the Board (via conference call) on the status of Mervyn’s.  He said that Mervyn’s was going out of business and would be gone by the end of December 2008.  The Mall does not own Mervyn’s so they are currently trying to contact the national Real Estate office of Mervyn’s as to what will happen with the vacant space.  Jim also stated that Circuit City filed for bankruptcy last week and they would be vacating their 30,000 square foot facility.  Another store that had declared bankruptcy was Steve N Barry’s; a 25,000 square foot facility.  Mr. O’Neil said that sales were down 5.9% and IKEA sales were down 6.9%.

IV.
Board Director Terms




Action Item

Gail Stewart discussed extending the Board terms of the following members:  Sunder Ramani, Jim O’Neil, Ray Adams and Morris Goodstein.  Sue Georgino made a motion to extend the terms for an additional three years, seconded by Nat Rubinfeld; motion carried 7-0.

V.
Special Events Update





Gail Stewart gave an update to the Board on the special events that had recently been held. Boo-tiful Downtown Burbank and Bow-wowtiful Downtown Burbank attracted about 25 dogs that participated in a new event, a Pet Costume Parade. There were also a lot of children and families in attendance.  The Downtown Burbank Fine Arts Festival was well attended and they will hold another one in the spring.  Lastly, the Healthy Air Walk was chaired by Council member Marsha Ramos, and was also well attended.  

VI.
On-going Operations Issues




Action Item

Gail Stewart reported on the budget for upcoming events and said she would recommend $135,000 be transferred from the City holding account to the P-BID checking account.  Ray Adams made a motion for $135,000 to be transferred; it was seconded by Michael Wilford and carried 7-0.

VII.
New Items

There were no new items to discuss at this time.

VIII.
Next meeting:
December 15, 2008 – pending Smart Parking bid proposal.  Otherwise, January 19, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. 




ADJOURNMENT
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