P-BID BOARD MEETING

MINUTES FOR MEETING OF MARCH 21, 2005

2:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

ADMINISTRATIVE CONFERENCE ROOM

354 East Orange Grove Avenue, Burbank

Members Present:

Michael Cusumano, Cusumano Real Estate Group, Chair
Yumiko Whitaker, IKEA, Vice-Chair

Ray Adams, Buyers Home Warranty

Mary Alvord, City Manager

Anthony Delcau, Tucker Investment Group





Sue Georgino, Community Development Director

Morris Goodstein, Tony Roma’s, Secretary

Lisa Rawlins, Burbank Community YMCA

Members Absent:

Paul Ehre, Skyblupink

James O’Neil, Crown Realty & Development Inc.

Michael Wilford, King, King & Alleman, Treasurer
Community Development

Department Key Staff:
Jack Lynch, Sr. Redevelopment Project Manager





Gail Stewart, Downtown Manager

The P-BID Board meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m., Monday, March 21, 2005.

Roll Call

Announcements

Gail Stewart reported that three awards, two first place and one second place, had been won at the CalFest Conference that she and Amy had attended earlier in the month.  The “Beach Party Nights” brochure won first prize; the “Swingin Downtown” received second prize, and the “12 Days of Holiday Cheer” won first prize for Best New Idea.  

Gail also announced that they have been meeting with representatives of the Farmers Market, held on Saturdays, and have looked at others held in different areas in an effort to “jazz it up” and make it more exciting for people to attend.  

Ms. Stewart reported that the two Downtown Ambassadors had moved on, and she would be meeting with Keith to get new people.  In the meantime, there would be substitutes filling in so that the same level of service would be maintained.  

Ms. Stewart also mentioned that Marinello’s opened and would be having a grand opening on Saturday, April 21st.  

Ms. Stewart reported that the newsletter had articles from both the Burbank Chamber of Commerce and San Fernando Valley  Business Journal, discussing the rise in sales revenue in the Downtown over the last few months.  Business Life Magazine also featured articles on the awards that were recently won and a schedule of events that would be coming up.  

Lastly, Ms. Stewart mentioned that they were working on maps that would be put up in the kiosks around the Metrolink Station, showing people how to get to the Downtown area and where various shops, restaurants would be located.  She also said they were planning on having these around the AMC parking structure as well.  

Lastly, Ms. Stewart reported that she had been given direction from Jack Lynch, to begin attending four specific Downtown Revitalization courses, which would enable her to expand her knowledge to an even greater level in regards to learning more about redevelopment law, promotions, and the entire redevelopment process; planning, building, as well as other aspects in this area.

Michael Cusumano commented that he was very pleased with all of the work that Gail and her staff had accomplished in regards to the CalFest awards and also all the other items she had accomplished.

help EQ3 negotiate a lease where the old Book City was formerly located, thought this would be a great fit for the downtown area.  EQ3 was owned by Chris Maynard who was in partnership with Pillser, a high end based furniture company based in Canada.  Sue Georgino added that they were also requesting help through the Downtown Tenant Assistance Program (DTAP), however, they would be a great addition to the Downtown.  This item was going to be presented before the City Council on April 19th, but Mr. Lynch would like to have a presentation made to the Board on Monday, April 18th.

Oral Communications

There were no members of the public present at the meeting that wished to speak during this time. 

Approval of Minutes

The minutes for the meeting of February 14, 2005, were amended.  On page 5 under Item VI.  Ongoing Operations Issues, there was a sentence stating that Morris Goodstein asked about the possibility of a “scramble” pedestrian crosswalk. In fact, he did not ask about it, he was opposed to it and said it this was installed, the backup of traffic would be terrible.  It was actually Paul Ehre that had asked about this.  This specific change was noted and the minutes were approved as amended with a motion by Lisa Rawlins, seconded by Morris Goodstein; motion carried 8-0. 

Treasurer’s Report

Since Michael Wilford, Treasurer, was not in attendance, it was the consensus of the Board to hold off on this item until next month’s meeting.

Agenda Items

I. Downtown Burbank Proposed Landscape Program


Todd Bennit of Bennit + Mitchell gave a summary presentation on a new landscaping program for the Downtown. He explained that the purpose of this, was to introduce the direction the company is looking at, as far as upgrades in the public environment Downtown.  He discussed four main topics:  Competitive Retail Environment; Building on the Unique Qualities of the Downtown; Content and Progress-in regards to Wayfinding; and the Public Environment.  The retail environment is always faced with increased competition, so branding is a very important issue, as well as street lighting fixtures, directional signs on kiosks, and a good retail mix.

Mr. Bennit discussed the various façade improvements that had already been done, which were directed towards the merchants and that this was a great benefit to the Downtown.  In regards to the public environment, the public infrastructure needs to be looked at, analyze what is there, in terms of appearance, maintenance (ease of maintenance), and the impact on creating this new identity.  Also mentioned was the possibility of new planters, with more colorful drought tolerant plants and new street furniture, to create a fresher look for the Downtown.  

Mr. Bennit added that there would be a good opportunity for a more festive type of lighting at some of the paseos and at AMC.  Other issues discussed by the Board were irrigation systems; water features; and colorful canopies set up around the AMC.

      II.
      Downtown Burbank Proposed Wireless Hotspot

Gail Stewart gave the Board an update on the wireless program for the Downtown.  She explained that Perry Jarvis, the Network Operations Manager, was moving forward with the Wi-Fi (“wireless-fidelity”) set-up and she would check with Robin Faulk regarding an ad they had placed with Verizon.

III. Merchant Manual

Gail Stewart presented a draft of the merchant manual for the Downtown district merchants.  Ms. Stewart explained that this manual would be updated every year.  Both Mary Alvord and Sue Georgino commended staff on the work they had done putting this together.  Ray Adams asked if these could be made available to the Burbank Board of Realtors and for all of the Downtown merchants and property owners, by the next meeting.  Ms. Stewart replied that this would not be a problem.  

Ms. Stewart also mentioned that the Annual Report would be distributed next month, and the Chamber of Commerce, as well as Team Business would be added to the distribution list.  

Sue Georgino added that more information would be presented at the Board’s next meeting regarding the second phase of the North Hollywood (NoHo) transit line. 

IV.
      Budget Forecast





       






  ACTION ITEM

Gail Stewart reported that they currently had $60,000 available and at this time, would not have to transfer any additional funds.

V. Ongoing Operations Issues




       






  ACTION ITEM

Gail Stewart reported that she had received a credit card with a limit of $2,500 for P-BID related purchases from the Burbank Employees Federal Credit Union.  Ray Adams made a motion for $50 to be donated to the Friends of Library Committee; it was seconded by Mary Alvord and carried 8-0.

It was also mentioned that there would be an art show held on June 11-12.  There would be additional information regarding this event at a future meeting.

       VI.      New Items




                                                                


      No new items were presented at this time.

VII.     Next meeting:  April 18, 2005

2:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT
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