P-BID BOARD MEETING

MINUTES FOR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2005

2:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

ADMINISTRATIVE CONFERENCE ROOM

354 East Orange Grove Avenue, Burbank
Members Present:

Michael Cusumano, Cusumano Real Estate Group, Chair

Mary Alvord, City Manager





Sue Georgino, Community Development Director

Morris Goodstein, Tony Roma’s, Secretary

James O’Neil, Crown Realty & Development Inc.

Lisa Rawlins, Burbank Community YMCA

Yumiko Whitaker, IKEA, Vice-Chair

Michael Wilford, King, King & Alleman, Treasurer
Member Absent:

Ray Adams, Buyers Home Warranty

Anthony Delcau, Tucker Investment Group





Paul Ehre, Skyblupink

Community Development

Department Key Staff:
Ruth Davidson-Guerra, Assistant Community Development Director for Housing & Redevelopment

Ken Fisher, Traffic Engineer

Mike Moss, Traffic Engineer

Jack Lynch, Senior Redevelopment Project Manager





Gail Stewart, Downtown Manager





Robin Faulk, Downtown Marketing

The P-BID Board meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m., Monday, September 19, 2005.

Roll Call

Announcements

Gail Stewart announced the opening of Bed Bath & Beyond at Burbank Town Center, and is investigating the possibility of a grand opening with the mayor and city council with the stores’ corporate office.

Stewart also announced that the consortium that planned last year’s “12 Days of Holiday Cheer” had won another award.  This time, it is the Crystal Eagle Achievement Award for Special Events and Promotions from the California Downtown Association.  Downtown Burbank submitted the award on behalf of the other three organizations in the partnership: City of Burbank, Burbank Town Center and IKEA.  
Also, Downtown’s website, www.downtown-burbank.org has received more than 250,000 “hits” over the past year, from August 2004 to August 2005.

In other announcements, the furniture store EQ3 will be opening in December 2005 in the space located next to Chadaka Thai.  Tony Romas, which now occupies approximately 5,000 square feet on San Fernando Boulevard, will not be renewing their lease and will be closing at the end of the year.

Lastly, Stewart announced that Amy Rebman, Assistant Downtown Manager, will be leaving at the end of the month to pursue a career in education.  Fortunately, Mary Hamzoian, already a City employee, will be transferred to Stewart’s office September 22 to take on the role formerly occupied by Rebman.

Oral Communications

There were no members of the public present at the meeting that wished to speak during this time. 

Approval of Minutes

The minutes for the meeting of August 15, 2005, were approved as written with a motion by Morris Goodstein, seconded by Lisa Rawlins; motion carried 8-0. 

Treasurer’s Report

Michael Wilford, Treasurer, reported on the P-BID cash balance.  Sue Georgino made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Lisa Rawlins; motion carried 8-0.

Agenda Items

I. Downtown Burbank Landscape Program 

ACTION ITEM


Stewart introduced Brian Mitchell of Bennitt + Mitchell, the landscape firm retained to create and execute a new landscape plan for Downtown Burbank, to give an update on the proposed plan.  Mitchell reviewed options requested from the prior P-BID board meeting in August.
Mitchell reviewed three finishes for the existing concrete walls, with pricing.  He also presented options for annuals and perennials in different ratios and seasonal changeouts, also with pricing.
It was suggested, for cost consideration, that some walls that were not in visible locations, be removed, and the stone veneer option could be used on walls in higher visibility areas.  Secondly, money could be used from the budget that had been earmarked for the Wayfinding and Smart Signage programs.  Staff would investigate this possibility.

With regard to bike racks, Mitchell took into consideration comments from Public Works regarding placing bike racks in alleys and using either the Spiral or Inverted “U” type.  Ken Johnson commented that pedestrian traffic, wheelchairs, etc. need also to be considered in factoring in space requirements.  Bike racks should be user-friendly, and the area well lit to encourage bike usage.
Mitchell also showed a plan for the median on Magnolia Blvd.  Mitchell pointed out that his company was looking at plants that were low maintenance and with low water usage.  He also discussed the possible selection of trees in that area.  O’Neil wanted to have Burbank Town Center’s landscape company gather costs for this project before proceeding. There was also the possibility of Crown participating in the cost of the new median landscaping.  Mitchell mentioned that the irrigation system would probably have to be upgraded as well.

It was the consensus of the Committee to have Stewart look at all the initial budget allocations and the various options presented to compare costs to see what was most cost efficient and bring back a more detailed budget accounting for the Committee to consider all the cost options available to them.

      II.
      Special Event Update




Stewart gave an update on the Taste of Downtown Burbank.  She said they had sold over 200 tickets, most of these were bought off of the website, www.tasteofdowntownburbank.com
For the Booo-tiful Downtown Burbank event, there would be music and all the Downtown merchants would have candy to distribute to kids, Halloween Day, 4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.
The “Downtown Burbank Fine Arts Festival” will be taking place on November 12th and 13th.  Stewart mentioned that some residents from the Senior Artists Colony expressed an interest in participating at the event.

The 12 Days of Holiday Cheer planning was proceeding well – KOST Radio Station is participating again this year, with a new sponsor, M & M candies.  Also participating would be the YMCA, IKEA, and Radio Disney.  Metrolink was also able to adjust their train schedule so it would coincide with the event.

III. On-going Operations Issues



  

Stewart reported that the Committee was doing well financially, and no budget transfer would need to be made at this time. 

       IV.      New Items




                                                                

There were no new items to report on at this time.

 V.     Next meeting:  October 17, 2005

2:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT
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